approval, which coincided with Spain's entry into the European Community in 1986, led many scholars to see EU admission as the real incentive. Cornelius judged it to be 'almost entirely the result of external pressure associated with Spain's entry into the European Community' (Cornelius 1994: 345; see also Freeman 1995: 895) . However, others have questioned the EU's impact in this early phase (Izquierdo Escribano 1993: 300) . But generally there is little or no empirical evidence on any of these hypotheses (Baldwin-Edwards 1997: 506) .
Since that time, European migration policies have gained a high profile. Therefore the question arises anew as to what extent and in which realms Spanish migration policy has been and is today influenced by European norms.
Not only is Spain a new immigration country, where immigration flows and patterns are evolving rapidly, but its immigration policies are also under a more or less constant state of revision, and with more and more aspects included or regulated. Since its first formulation in the mid-1980s, the Spanish Alien Law saw three major reforms in 1999, In other words, push by European norms and pull by national actors are decisive in order to make Europeanization happen. In environmental policies, to take an example, this meant for Spain that in some cases push by European norms and sometimes the Commission and pull by Spanish NGOs worked against a rather reluctant government to elevate environmental standards (Barzel 2000) . But EU norms can also work against human rights advocacy actors -in and outside parliament -that try to inhibit the elevation of restrictions on immigration and asylum. When the EU pushes and the government pulls for a more restrictive policy, oppositional actors might see their position weakened.
